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       Friday 12th November 2021 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Covid Mitigation 
We are continuing to review our Covid mitigation strategies and as cases have fallen within our 
community from Monday masks will not be compulsory in communal areas. We will of course support 
those students and families that wish to continue to wear masks. It is crucial that the Covid lateral Flow 
tests are carried out twice a week and that if anyone in a household tests positive, students have a PCR 
test before returning to the academy. This really does ensure that you are supporting us in maintaining 
the opportunity to prevent any chance of an outbreak.  Please ensure you let the academy know if any 
result is positive.  The advice from Public Health England is that you must then go for a confirmatory PCR 
test.  Thank you so much for the support with this so far it is very much appreciated. 
 
Successes 
Once again, I am delighted to inform you of a number of recent good news stories and successes at 
Trentham Academy. 
 
A former student Meg Knight has secured a Scholarship to Stanford University in America which is a 
fabulous achievement and we look forward to receiving updates on how she is getting on next year. 
Freya, in Year 9, continues her success with swimming, now swimming with the Swim England National 
Development Program and competing in regional events at junior level. Well done Freya! 
 
Our first ever girls’ football competition took place this week with teams competing across the City.  I am 
thrilled to be able to tell you our girls' team were very successful and became city champions!  A great 
achievement and we are extremely proud of all the girls who took part, well done. 
 

mailto:trentham@trenthamacademy.co.uk
http://www.trenthamacademy.co.uk/


City Learning Trust is limited by guarantee, registered in England and Wales, with Registered Company Number 7746461. 

Registered office: C/O Haywood Academy, High Lane, Burslem, Stoke-on-Trent, Staffordshire ST6 7AB. VAT Registered Number: 141 4134 56. 

 

Our boys’ football teams continue to do extremely well and are so far unbeaten with victories over 
OSSMA, St John Fisher and Staffordshire University Academy in Hednesford. Thank you to everyone 
taking part -  it is great to see the sporting tradition at Trentham being so well supported by parents and 
friends too. 
 
A group of Year 7 students attended the Partnership Games to represent our academy. This is not a 
competitive event but our students were commended on their excellent approach to teamwork, 
resilience and determination.  
 
Our U16 Netball team won 4 out of the 5 games in a tournament this week finishing second. For the Year 
11s taking part, this was their last city school tournament and Mrs Shaw was delighted with the team 
performance having worked with the students throughout their time at Trentham. Well done everybody 
involved. 
 
Our Chess club continues to grow and they are now competing against other schools. The chess team 
won their first fixture against Sandbach School in Cheshire 13-3 - amazing performances, well done.  The 
team are now competing internationally in an online chess match against a team in Greece this weekend.  
Superb effort from all involved. 
 
Emily, a Year 10 student, took part in a poetry competition which was run by Lidice Lives.   In the 1940s, 
Sir Barrett Stross and the North Staffordshire mining community responded to the atrocity in the Czech 
town of Lidice which was destroyed by German soldiers in 1942.  The links between Stoke and Lidice 
continue today.  Emily’s poem was amongst many entries from across the region and she won the 
competition.  Alan Barrett, representing Lidice Lives presented her with her award and £200 of book 
vouchers. Well done Emily.  
 
We are always keen to hear about students’ successes outside the academy, so please keep us updated 
and if there are any parents/carers who wish to further support the PE department with fixtures and 
after-school activities, we would be delighted to hear from you. 
 
Remembrance Sunday 
Our Senior students will once again represent the Academy community laying a wreath at the Trentham 
Mausoleum on Sunday.  Please feel free to come along at 10.45am and support the whole Trentham 
community as we remember those who sacrificed everything for our future. 
 
Charity  
Some of the staff are taking part in ‘Movember’ to raise money for Prostate cancer, please click on the 
link if you would like to donate to this cause.  https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/trentham-
academy?experiments=b2c_059_donate_to_yourself_v3&successType=StaticDonateButtonClick 
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Uniform 
We are extremely proud of the school uniform which attracted many positive comments during our 
recent Ofsted visit.  Can I ask if you are replacing footwear that you ensure your child has shoes which are 
black polishable leather/leather-look and are not trainers or trainer style shoes. If you are in any doubt 
please contact the academy.   
It is also important, especially as the weather turns colder, that students have a coat. A hoody is not 
suitable but students can wear a plain V-neck black jumper under their blazer. 
 
Ofsted 
I would like to thank you for your support during our recent inspection. The report is due out shortly and 
we will write to you again when the report is published with more details. 
 
Finally 
We have had a fabulous start to the half term with many lovely successes, I would like to wish you a 
restful weekend and thank you for your continued support so far this year. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Mike Whittingham 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


