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16 August 2021 

 
Dear Parents and Carers 
  
We hope you are enjoying the summer and have been able to spend some time together with your 
family and friends.  
 
In preparation for our return in September, we want to share our plans for the lateral flow testing of 

students before their return to the classroom. The Government have asked that all students are offered 2 

lateral flow tests at the start of term and encourage you to give permission for your child to be included in 
this testing. Please note however, that advice from The Government states that when a student has tested 
positive by PCR for COVID-19, it is possible for PCR tests to remain positive for some time after COVID-19 
infection. Therefore, anyone who has previously received a positive COVID-19 PCR test result should not be 
re-tested within 90 days of that test, unless they develop any new symptoms of COVID-19.  
 
If you have not already indicated whether your child should be included in testing this September, please 
complete this form https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=EH-F7GXb6USQhH100sijA9-
89acwmF5KlNmVYrPJiRVURFVRSFpLQ0lFVkFMRlc3UUlCSFE4Vzc4TiQlQCN0PWcu 
 
In order to prevent ongoing disruption to the start of term, we will invite Year 7 and 11 into the Academy 
for their first lateral flow test on Friday, 3 September; Year 7 will be in the morning and Year 11 in the 
afternoon and there will be no need for school uniform on this day. Following their test, students will return 
home. We will provide a specific time by email for students to arrive at the tennis courts.   
 
The LFT test sent to the Academy is the Orient Gene, a nose only test. The instructions are located on the 
following link  
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/999105
/COVID-19-self-test-nose-only-instructions-orient-gene.pdf  
 
On Monday, 6 September, Years 7 and 11 will return to school. Year 7 will be met by their form tutors on 
the tennis courts from 8.25 am and Year 11 should go straight to their tutor rooms. These will be displayed 
on student entrances.  
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Years 8, 9 and 10 will complete their lateral flow test at staggered start times throughout the day, 
going straight into their tutor rooms once a negative test is completed. Year 8 and 9 will be in the morning 
and Year 10 will not need to arrive until the afternoon.  Again, a specific time for arrival at the tennis 
courts will be provided by email and new tutor rooms will be displayed.  
 
Students will complete a second lateral flow test during the first week of term and should attend the Academy 
as normal from Tuesday, 7 September. All students not taking part in lateral flow testing should return to 
the Academy with the rest of their year group at their allocated time.  
 
I have summarised the arrangements below:  
 

Year Group  First LFT  Second LFT  Return to Lessons  

Year 7  3/9/21 morning  7/9/21  6/9/21 8.40am  

Year 8  6/9/21 morning  9/9/21  6/9/21 after LFT  

Year 9  6/9/21 morning  10/9/21  6/9/21 after LFT  

Year 10  6/9/21 afternoon  9/9/21  6/9/21 after LFT  

Year 11  3/9/21 afternoon  7/9/21  6/9/21 8.40am  

  
Students will spend time completing a variety of activities in tutor groups on Monday, 6 September. This 
will ensure all students feel prepared for the new academic year and the changes it brings; we will include 
a tour of the full site for Years 7 and 8 so they feel confident in finding their way around. From 
September, students will move around the Academy to specialised teaching rooms and there will be no 
bubbles. We will retain a split lunch break, as this has been very successful, but Years 9 and 11 will have a 
late lunch and Years 7,8 and 10 will have an earlier lunch. With the removal of bubbles, students should 
now use only the student entrance by the tennis courts or the back doors by the IT office at the start and 
end of the day.   
 
In further preparation for the new academic year, we ask that you use School Gateway to ensure students 
have enough money on their accounts for food, as our canteen will continue to use a cashless system. New 
students will receive further information regarding this. If you would like any support with setting up your 
account, please contact the Academy on Trentham@clt.Trentham.coop or phone 01782 883200 and Mr 
Bunyan will be able to assist you.  
 
I hope you and your family enjoy the remainder of the summer holidays and we look forward to welcoming 
your children back in September.  
  
Yours sincerely  
 

 
  
Mike Whittingham  
Headteacher 
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