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22 January 2021  
 
Dear Parent/ Carer  
 
I am aware we are writing to you frequently at the moment due to the very fluid 
situation but we want to ensure you have the most up to date information.  
 
NHS Test and Trace: COVID-19 testing for students – Update for Parents  
What follows is an update message about the new lateral flow tests initiated by the 
Government as a requirement for all schools across the country. This is in response to the 
guidance received into schools yesterday, regarding daily contact testing in schools from 
PHE and NHS Test and Trace.    
 
The Government is recommending that, from today onwards:  

 The rollout of daily contact testing within schools is paused, other than for schools 
involved in further evaluation. This will enable the further detailed evaluation of 
changing circumstances including, potentially, lower infection rates and modelling work 
required to understand the benefits of daily contact testing in the current phase of the 
pandemic.  
 Schools should continue to test their staff regularly (twice-weekly where possible, in 
line with recommendations for other workforces that need to leave the home to 
work) and test pupils twice upon return to school, as has been the case since 
the start of January.  
 

We are advised that “NHS Test and Trace and PHE will conduct structured evaluation of 
daily contact testing as part of a wider evaluation of daily contact testing in a range of 
private and public settings. The Department for Education will support this evaluation so 
that its findings can contribute to further public health advice on daily contact testing in 
educational settings.”  
 
As a result of this information received today, please be advised that, pending further 
updates from Government/Public Health England, we will only be undertaking testing of 
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students for whom we have consent. Please see the consent form link Parental Consent 
Form This will only be 2 tests, 3 days apart as per the current guidance and again only for 
those students we have consent for. Serial (daily) testing of students who are identified as 
a close contact will now not take place (this is paused). This will mean we have to revert 
back to identifying close contacts who must then follow self-isolation rules.  
 
I will write to you again with any further updates, and if you would like further information, 
please visit: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/daily-contact-testing-in-schools-
statement-from-phe-and-nhs-tt-about-next-steps/position-statement-regarding-daily-
contact-testing-in-schools-from-phe-and-nhs-test-and-trace   
 
As a community I know we are working hard to keep everyone safe, secure and happy and I 
am acutely aware of the anxiety the constant changing landscape provides.  I want you to 
know that we are here to support you.  If you would like to discuss any Academy issues or 
any amendments to the testing process in more detail, please do not hesitate to contact the 
Academy and ask for a senior member of staff or 
email Trentham@Trenthamacademy.co.uk .  
  
  
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Mike Whittingham  
Headteacher  
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